Dear Parent:

Sometimes, there is stuff you need to know about stuff…and you just don’t have time for another meeting. Hopefully, this letter will answer some of the questions you may have about our West Erwin children’s ministry at West Erwin.

Raising children in the Lord has always been a daunting task in this world.  While it is clear that God has given this responsibility to parents and in some scriptures more specifically to fathers, our church family wants to make sure that we support your efforts in building  homes where Jesus is Lord.

At West Erwin, we have been blessed with amazing Bible Class teachers for our children. Some are young professionals, some are parents and some are grandparents.  Most have jobs and some have two jobs.  Some have big families that depend on them for all kinds of things. Some have health problems that they deal with every day.  But each one understands how very vital it is that our children get the milk of the Word, so that when it’s time to chew on meat, they are ready to digest it.  Your children’s teachers are willing to sacrifice to do his/her part.  If you are not assisting in meeting this challenge, please consider becoming a part of the teaching team.  

We have also been blessed with outstanding teaching tools.  Our resource room has exceptional equipment and supplies to make a teacher’s job as easy as possible.  Elementary teachers have worked hard to create an effective curriculum for our 2nd thru 5th graders.  Our preschool teachers continually research new material for more effective ways to present lessons to your children.
 
Our year begins in June.  The first Sunday in June is Promotion Sunday. Below is an outline of the things that our children’s ministry is doing to help you in the training of your children:
1.
Children Registration Forms

Please make sure that you have filled out a Children’s Registration Form.  These forms are in the classrooms.  The teacher can provide you with one.
2.
Cradle Roll. – Newborn to 14 months

While it is tempting to keep those babies with you as long as you can, it is always astonishing to parents when they bring their little tiny babies into a cradle roll class and see how much they can learn.  Not only do they learn about the Bible and Jesus, they learn to enjoy Bible Class. And, that is a major accomplishment.  Please take advantage of the expertise that these ladies have to offer.  Many of our children do not remember NOT going to Bible class.  This class meets in the hallway just past the small auditorium.
3.
Toddlers. – 14 months  - 2 yrs. 

Your child is growing out of the little chairs in the Cradle Roll class…gotta move on….  This class meets in a classroom just off the side (not the back) of the small auditorium.  
4.
Preschool – 2s, 3s, & 4s 
 
Each of these preschool classes is located in the downstairs area of the Children’s Wing and is geared for the learning level of that specific age.  Children will be “promoted” each June to the next age level.  
5.
Elementary – Kindergarten – 5th

Children who are heading to kindergarten in September will be promoted to the kindergarten class upstairs in June.  All other elementary classes will be promoted in June as well.  
6.
Tots for Christ – 3 yr. olds up to Kindergarten

This program is on Sunday nights during the assembly in the Heritage Room.  This class does not typically meet on holiday weekends or during the summer.  The Wicks, Scarboroughs and the Murrays have taught this class for many years and this gives them some time off.  If you would be willing to assist, or maybe teach it during the summer, please contact David and Jenny Wicks at jdwicksii@prodigy.net .  

7.
Children’s Worship – 3 yr. up to Kindergarten


This program is on Sunday mornings during worship, after the Lord’s Supper, in the bright yellow room at the back of the small auditorium.  It is directed by Amber Wallace.  Parents are asked to take turns teaching and they rotate as helpers.  Parents receive a card in the mail telling them when they are helping.  However, they sign up with Amber for their turn to teaching.  All material is provided to the teacher a week ahead of time for this program; the only prep time is reading the lesson from the Bible and familiarizing yourself with the activity.  Food is never served in this class.  And, as in all Bible Classes, children should visit the restroom before coming to Children’s Worship.
8.
Bible Hour – Kindergarten – 3rd grade


This program is on Sunday night during worship.  It is on the second floor above the foyer.  This program is directed by Dale and Carolyn Blackstone.  Teaching teams rotate responsibilities by the month.  The material is provided.
9.
Kids For Christ (KFC) – 4th & 5th

This program is on Sunday nights during worship.  KFC is from September to December and from the Sunday after Easter to June.  KFC does not meet during LTC (Leadership Training for Christ – a program directed by Youth Minister, Danny Snell ) preparation time.  It meets on the second floor above the preschool area.  There is provided material for this class, but can be added to or changed.
10.
Journeyland – K – 5th Grades


This program is on Wednesday night from 7 – 8.  Children meet in the small auditorium for large group activities, then break out for different “workshops.” Children rotate to a different workshop each week for 6 weeks.  There are teachers who present the same lesson (adjusted to make it age appropriate) for 6 weeks, each week to a different group.  There are Journeymen who escort each group to their workshop each week, assist the teacher and generally see to the welfare of the children.  One the 7th Wednesday night, there is a large group Spirit Night where children are all together for the whole hour in the small auditorium for singing and for overview of the lessons for the past 6 weeks.  Material is provided, but preparation of material is done by the teacher.
11.
Breakout.


This program allows a disruptive child to be moved to a quieter atmosphere for Bible oriented activities.  This gives the teacher opportunity to teach the lesson that has been prepared without continually dealing with discipline problems.  Breakout is a positive atmosphere, discipline is not administered, there is no “talking” about the problem.  Again, there isn’t much time and it is better for that child to be involved in Bible related activities.  Parents are informed if their child has been moved to breakout. 
12.
Children’s Bulletins

There are children’s bulletins at the Visitor’s Center and in the Hispanic Worship Center each Sunday for children ages 7 – 12.  This bulletin is to be used either use during worship or to take home and use as an extra activity.


The children’s bulletins for 3 yr. olds through kindergarten are handed out at Children’s Worship and in the Hispanic Worship Center.

13.
Other
· Each parent should make sure that the teacher in his and/or her child’s class has a record of his and/or her cell phone number.  Parents are asked to then keep their cell phones on “vibrate” in case the teacher needs to reach the parent for some reason.

· Teaching assignments can be:


- 13-week commitment – All Sunday morning classes and Wed. night preschool classes


- 1-month commitment – Bible Hour


- 6-week commitment – Journeyland


--- Substitute lists are maintained for last minute substitutes in case of emergency.
15.
Resource Room 


The resource room is maintained by a Resource Room Team.  Members of the team rotate in being present to assist teachers during class.

The resource room is located on the second floor above the preschool area.  It  offers resources for the entire church including equipment such as computer (over 18 yr. of age), copier, laminator, Cricut and die cuts and projectors. This equipment requires a small amount of training, or a member of the Resource Room Team can assist you. Supplies of all kinds are located there such as paper, markers, visual aides, stapler, tape, etc.

16.
Prop Room

The Prop Room is located on the second floor above the foyer next to the Bible Hour room.  It provides storage for all of the large props, backgrounds, costumes and other items used in our VBS and occasionally for regular classes.

17.
Teaching Team

This is the team of people who work tirelessly to make our Children’s Ministry as effective as it possibly can be in teaching your children.  This team truly does have a team spirit.  Each member not only does his part in committing to teaching, but also, fills in gaps that occur occasionally and prays for your children.  Consider being a part of this team.
18.
Training

From time to time, teachers will attend Bible teacher training workshops.  Many are out of town and the church generally pays some of the fees for them. Traditionally, teachers attend the Central Bible Teacher’s Workshop in Austin in July.  

I hope that this letter has answered any question that you may have regarding the children’s ministry at West Erwin.   Please contact me if you have any question or comment.  Also, if you are not a part of the teaching team, please prayerfully consider joining the team.






Nancy Crawford, children’s coordinator
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